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BACKGROUND NOTE
No. l8/t976
COMMUNITY HIGH COURT FINDS FOR PLAINTIFF IN FIRST SEX BIAS CASE
A former Belgian air hostess is entitled to the same pay as male flight atten-dants and can collect it for the period 1962-68, the Court of Justice of the
European Communi ties ruled yesterday.
This was the Courtrs first ruling on the "equal pay for equal workrrclause
of the Rome Treaty creating the European Economic Conrnunity (feC). The Court
held that this right has applied in the six original EC countries since 1962,
when the Community began its second transitional period. This clause has applied
since January 1973 in the United Kingdom, Denmark, and lreland, the Court said.
To prevent floods of claims from women dernanding back pay, the Court held
that only women who have already begun legal proceedings could collect retro-
actively.
The Court of Justice is the Conmunity's court of last resort. No national
court can overturn its decisions.
